
	

	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Sonia Shiel: Rectangle, squared. 

 

8 September – 28 October 

 

Sonia Shiel's exhibition, Rectangle, squared. features large-scale paintings, punctuated by smaller 

scale sculptures and an accompanying text written by the artist. Shiel’s immersive works invite you 

to explore the illusory world in which a fictional artist finds herself. For example, in one ‘scene’, the 

artist is presented with a rectangle in which she is mistaken for a tree. In another, the bubble she 

has lived in literally bursts open, and she sees the world as if for the first time.   

 

Shiel's far-fetched work contemplates the mundane drama of living and various traditions of story-

telling. Bold, yet enigmatic, her works conjure theatrical connotations both through their life-size 

scale, and in their staged scenarios. Shiel's monologue provides additional context to the works'  

 



	

	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

materiality, both real and imagined, and ultimately explores what it means to be creative. Rectangle, 

squared. exaggerates a sense of the quizzical and mischievousness that we encounter in our 

everyday lives while trying to make sense of our surroundings. 

 

Image ã Sonia Shiel, Still Life with Plan, 2017. 

Image ã Sonia Shiel, Still Life with Bouquet, 2017 
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More About Sonia Shiel 

 

Sonia Shiel has exhibited extensively in Ireland and internationally.  Recent projects include 

Rewildering, NCAD Gallery, Dublin (2017); Henrietta hyvä, HIAP Helsinki FIN (2016), ISCP, New York; 

(2014) Unseen Presence; Project Space, Irish Museum of Modern Art (2014), Misadventure Seeks 

Rainy Afternoon, Oonagh Young Gallery (2013). In 2014 she completed the Art & Law Fellowship 

Program at Fordham Law School, the International Studio & Curatorial Program and residency at 

IMMA (2014/15). Much of the work for this exhibition has been developed during her residency at 

University College Dublin, in the School of Arts and Humanities, with the support of the Arts Council 

Visual Artists Bursary and Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	

	

More About Crawford Art Gallery 

 

Located in the heart of Cork city, The Crawford Art Gallery is a must see for locals and tourists alike, 

welcoming over 200,000 visitors a year.  

 

The Crawford Art Gallery is home to an expansive collection featuring works from the 18th Century 

to present. It is also home to the famous ‘Canova Casts’, which were gifted to the city of Cork nearly 

two centuries ago. Well-known and loved paintings by 20th century Irish artists such as Seán 

Keating, John Lavery, Jack B. Yeats, Norah McGuinness, Gerard Dillon, and Muriel Brandt feature in 

the gallery’s historic collection, while the modern collection features work by contemporary artists 

such as Eilis O’Connell, Vivienne Roche, Maud Cotter and Hughie O’Donoghue. The Gallery hosts 

numerous temporary exhibitions by local, national and international artists showcasing visual art, 

performance and installations.  

 

Enjoy our free tours and bask in the tranquillity and atmosphere only a building with such history 

and beauty can provide. The architecture of the building combining the modern new galleries with 

the historical, gives a breath-taking backdrop to a collection of great national importance.  

 

Learn and Explore  

 

For details on guided tours, access and education, please visit our website: 

www.crawfordartgallery.ie  

 
	
	




