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Considerations of time take centre stage at Crawford Art Gallery this spring with major new
exhibition

A major new exhibition called A Matter of Time is due to open in Crawford Art Gallery this spring, and
will run from 17 February — 3 June. The exhibition considers temporality within a broad spectrum,
focusing on the human experience.

Time is present in the most common, mundane of human activities. But it’s also in the more significant
and profound elements of human experience.

Time can be wasteful, enduring, precious and elusive. It can be measured intuitively through the
seconds ticking past on a clock, by the growth spurt of a teenager, or the aeons of a mountain’s
erosion. Yet, embedded in the construct of human societies, time is also a central characteristic of
power, control, capitalism, morality and belief.

Featuring over sixty works by twenty-five Irish and International artists, A Matter of Time is an
expansive, ambitious and thought-provoking exhibition that gallery-goers can truly immerse
themselves in. Works include:

- Yinka Shonibare CBE (NIG/GBR) iconic series Diary of A Victorian Dandy

- Rula Halawani’s (PSE/JOR) For My Father series, depicting changes to the landscape of her
childhood in East Jerusalem.

- A new commissioned series Nedko Solakov (BGR) Just a Matter of Time

- Amanda Dunsmore’s (IRE) The Peoples Portraits 1899-1918, 100 portraits reproduced from
glass plate negatives created in Armagh Prison prior to the partition of Ireland in 1921.

For a full list of the exhibited artists, a folder of hi-res images and some short bios, please see the
editors’ notes below.

Displayed over two gallery floors, the exhibition alludes to many of the human constructs around it
and includes themes of nationhood, post-colonialism, appropriation, memory, health, urbanism,
mediation, re-emergence, hope and legacy.

A Matter of Time curator Dawn Williams paid tribute to the generosity of the artists, private
collections, international galleries and institutions including the Irish Museum of Modern Art (IMMA),
the Hugh Lane Gallery and the Arts Council of Ireland, all of whom loaned artworks for the exhibition.

“The works, whilst stimulating, can be unsettling in perhaps underscoring how almost every facet of
our lives is dominated by the human construct of time,” she said.



An extensive Learn & Explore programme of artists’ conversations, tours, and workshops will
accompany the exhibition. See website or social media updates for details.

Notes for editors

For a full folder of hi-res images, please click here.

Artists: (in alphabetical order):

Darren Almond, Kevin Atherton, Sara Baume, Cecily Brennan, Ursula Burke, Elaine Byrne, Gary
Coyle, Dorothy Cross, Jamie Cross, Mollie Douthit, Amanda Dunsmore, Joy Gerrard, Rula Halawani,
Rebecca Horn, Austin Ivers, Nick Miller, Brian O’Doherty, Kathy Prendergast, Gail Ritchie, Patrick

Scott, Naomi Sex, Yinka Shonibare, Nedko Solakov, Phillip Toledano, Daphne Wright.

Featured artists and artworks include:

Amanda Dunsmore: The Peoples Portraits 1899-1918

The Peoples Portraits 1899-1918 (2018) is a series of 100 portraits selected from thousands of glass
plate negatives discovered by the artist at the Northern Ireland Prison Service Training College at
Woburn House in Millisle, Co. Down. They were mostly taken at Armagh Prison and date to before the
partition of Ireland in 1921.

With the distance of time, the negative associations connected to the prison context are lifted and the
humanity of the subjects is reassigned and given a fresh perspective.

Short Biography
Amanda Dunsmore’s artworks utilize media such as video, sound, photography and installation to
create an accumulative legacy practice examining place, people and moments of political significance.

Recent projects include the Keeper archive (1997-ongoing), which was initiated whilst 'artist in
residence' at The Maze/Long Kesh prison, in Northern Ireland and Agreement(2004-2023), an
important and unique collection of 14 video portraits depicting individuals involved in the Belfast /
Good Friday Agreement of 1998. The 2012 commission, as artist in residence working with Galway
County and City older LGBTQ+ Community, led to the major art project Becoming Christine. She has
exhibited widely, more recently Memento-Agreement Ulster University Gallery (2023), Keeper, Hugh
Lane Gallery, Dublin (2018) and internationally Living Art Museum, Reykjavik; IDAO Gallery, Chicago
and the International Museum of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, Genéva,

Nedko Solakov: Just A Matter Of Time

Crawford Art Gallery is excited to exhibit a new commissioned work by Bulgarian artist Nedko Solakov.
A series of nine watercolours that - in his own inimitable style - explores the notion of time through
his customary wry humour, dark truths and exquisite imagery.

Short biography



Nedko Solakov’s often confessional, always highly conceptual work, imbued with a unique off-beat
humour alongside glimpses of something darker, embellishing collective "truths" and societal
norms connected with the human existence.

He has exhibited extensively including internationally including Tate Modern, London (2020); Riga
International Biennial of Contemporary Art (2018); Documenta 12 (2007) and six Venice Biennales.

Rula Halawani: For My Father

Ten large-scale monochrome photographs from Palestinian photographer Rula Halawani’s series For
My Father (2015) feature in the exhibition. Widely respected for her experimental approach to
documentary photography, the images detail the Israeli occupation of Palestine from the vantage
point of fading recollection.

Short Biography

As a native of occupied East Jerusalem, Halawani began her artistic carer by registering the difficulties
of living under a protracted political conflict. Lately, Halawani has increasingly focused her practice on
the special implications of the occupation by documenting its built environments and structures.

Her work is held in international collections including Victoria and Albert Museum, London Centre
Georges Pomidou, Paris and The Khalid Shoman Foundation, Amman. She has exhibited
internationally including May You Live in Interesting Times, 58" Venice Biennale (2019), The
Guangzhou Image Triennial (2021) and | am the Traveller and Also the Road (2023) Tasweer Photo
Festival, Qatar.

Yinka Shonibare CBE: Diary of a Victorian Dandy

Yinka Shonibare's iconic photographic suite, Diary of a Victorian Dandy (1998) of five images depicts
a 24-hour period in the fictional life of a 19" century dandy, played by Shonibare himself. Drawing on
William Hogarth’s (1697-1764) aptitude for social criticism, Shonibare’s own presence in this series -
as a Black man inverting the hierarchy of skin colour in an overwhelmingly white world - represents
the visual reinstatement of black faces and stories into racially exclusive national narratives. His work
also refers to the wider narratives of slavery and colonialism that underpinned and economically
supported Victorian society and as Shonibare notes ‘To reflect upon history, is also, inextricably, to
reflect upon power’.

Yinka Shonibare Short Biography

British-Nigerian artist Yinka Shonibare CBE was born in London, moved to Lagos, Nigeria at three and
returned to England at 17. A year later at 18, he contracted transverse myelitis, an inflammation of
the spinal cord, resulting in the paralysis of one side of his body, a life-long physical disability. He was
nominated for a Turner Prize in 2004, and his work has been exhibited widely, including at London’s
Royal Opera House and Trafalgar Square. His installation ‘The British Library’ was acquired by Tate in
2019 and is currently on display at Tate Modern, London.



He was appointed Member of Order of the British Empire (MBE) in 2005 and Commander of the
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (CBE) in 2019. Most recently, he has been announced as a
contributor to the Nigerian pavilion at this year’s 60" Venice Biennale.

Leagan Gaeilge
Tégann cursai ama lar staitse le haghaidh mérthaispeantas nua Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford

T4 mdrthaispedntas nua ar a dtugtar A Matter of Time le hoscailt i nGailearai Ealaine Crawford san
earrach, agus beidh sé ar taispedint on 17 Feabhra - an 3 Meitheamh. Cuireann an taispedntas
teamparaltas i lathair laistigh de speictream leathan, ag leagan béime ar an taithi dhaonna.

Bionn an t-am i gceist sna gniomhartha daonna is comdnta agus is bunusai. Ach bionn sé i gceist freisin
sna gnéithe is suntasai agus is doimhne de thaithi dhaonna.

D’fhéadfadh am a bheith diomailteach, leantnach, Ibmhar agus deacair teacht air. Is féidir é a thomhas
i do chroi istigh sna soicindi le ticedil ar chlog, sa raig fais i ndéagéir, né sna haedin i gcreimeadh
sléibhe. Mar sin féin, agus é tuimithe i sochaithe daonna a thégail, is tréith l[darnach é am i gcumhacht,
i smacht, i gcaipitleachas, i moraltacht agus i gcreideamh.

Agus os cionn seasca saothar 6 fiche a cuig ealaiontdir Eireannach agus Idirndisitinta ar taispeantas, is
taispedntas fairsing, uaillmhianach a bhfuil dbhar machnaimh ann é A Matter of Time inar féidir leis
an dream a théann chuig an ngailearai go minic iad féin a thumadh go domhan ann. Airitear ar na
saothair seo:

- Yinka Shonibare CBE (NIG/GBR) sraith ioconach Diary of A Victorian Dandy

- Rula Halawani’s (PSE/JOR) sraith For My Father, ina léiritear athruithe ar an tirdhreach le linn
a héige in oirthear lardsailéim.

- Sraith nuachoimisiinaithe Nedko Solakov (BGR) Just a Matter of Time

- The Peoples Portraits 1899-1918 de chuid Amanda Dunsmore (IRE), 100 portraid
athchruthaithe 6 chlaonchlénna platghloine a cruthaiodh i bPriosin Ard Mhacha roimh
criochdheighilt na hEireann i 1921.

Chun liosta iomldn na n-ealaiontdiri a bhfuil saothair leo ar taispedint, le filltean d’iomhdanna ardtaifigh
agus roinnt féinaisnéisi gearra, féach ar nétai an eagarthdra thios le do thoil.

Agus iad ar taispedint thar dha urlar an ghailearai, déanann an taispeantas tagairt do thogdin dhaonna
marthimpeall agus airitear naisiintacht, iarchoilineachas, sealbhu, cuimhne, sldinte, uirbeachas,
idirghabhail, a bheith ag teacht chun cinn, déchas agus oidhreachta ar na téamai.

Thug coimeddai A Matter of Time Dawn Williams aitheantas d’fhlaithidlacht na n-ealaiontéiri, na
mbailitichdn priobhaideacha, na ngailearaithe agus na n-instititid idirndisitinta lena n-airitear Aras



Nua-Ealaine na hEireann (IMMA), Gailearai an Hugh Lane agus Combhairle Ealaion na hEireann, a thug
saothair ealaine ar iasacht don taispedntas.

“Cé go bhfuil na hoibreacha spreaguil, is féidir leo a bheith mishocair chun béim a leagan ar an gcaoi
a bhfuil beagnach gach gné dar saol faoi smacht ag tégdil ama an duine,” a duirt si.

Beidh clar fairsing Foghlaim & Plé ar chomhridite, turais, agus ceardlanna ealaiontdiri ar fail in éineacht
leis an taispedntas. Féach ar an suiomh gréasdin né ar na medin shaéisialta chun breis eolais a fhail.

Noétai le haghaidh Eagarthdiri

Chun filltean iomlan d’iomhanna ardtaifigh a fhail, clicedil anseo le do thoil.

Ealaiontdiri: (in ord aibitre):

Darren Almond, Kevin Atherton, Sara Baume, Cecily Brennan, Ursula Burke, Elaine Byrne, Gary
Coyle, Dorothy Cross, Jamie Cross, Mollie Douthit, Amanda Dunsmore, Joy Gerrard, Rula Halawani,
Rebecca Horn, Austin lvers, Nick Miller, Brian O’Doherty, Kathy Prendergast, Gail Ritchie, Patrick

Scott, Naomi Sex, Yinka Shonibare, Nedko Solakov, Phillip Toledano, Daphne Wright.

Ar na healaiontdiri agus na saothair airitear:

Amanda Dunsmore: The Peoples Portraits 1899-1918

Is éard ata sa tsraith The Peoples Portraits 1899-1918 (2018) n& bailiichan de 100 portraid
roghnaithe 6 na milte claonchlénna platghloine a d’aimsigh an t-ealaiontdir ag Colaiste Oiliuna
Sheirbhis Phriostin Thuaisceart Eireann ag Teach Woburn ar Oiledn an Mhuilinn, Co. an Duin. Glacadh
iad den chuid is mé ag Priostiin Ard Mhacha agus téann siad siar go criochdheighilt na hEireann i 1921.

Le fad ama, cuirtear deireadh leis na ceangail dhitltacha a bhaineann le comhthéacs an phriosuin agus
déantar daonnacht na n-dbhar a athshannadh agus peirspictiocht ur a thabhairt déibh.

Beathaisnéis Ghearr

Baineann saothair ealaine Amanda Dunsmore Usdid as medin ar nds fisedn, fuaime,
grianghrafaddireachta agus suiteala chun cleachtas oidhreachta carnach a chruthu ina scrudaitear ait,
daoine agus trathanna a bhfuil tabhacht pholaitiuil ag baint leo.

Ar natograiis déanai diritear an airciv Keeper (1997-leantnach), a cuireadh tus leis leis ‘an t-ealaiontdir
conaithe’ ag priostin na Ceise Fada/An Mhaigh, i dTuaisceart Eireann agus Agreement(2004-2023),
bailiichan tabhachtach agus uathuiil de 14 portrdidi fisedin a Iéirionn daoine aonair a bhain le
Comhaontu Aoine an Chéasta Bhéal Feirste i 1998. Le coimisiun 2012, is mar ealaiontdir conaithe a
d’oibrigh le Pobal LADTA+ Chontae agus Chathair na Gaillimhe, ba chuis leis an mdrthionscadal ealaine
Becoming Christine. Cuireadh ar taispeaint go forleathan i, agus le déanai cuireadh ar taispedint i i
nGailearai Ollscoil Uladh Memento-Agreement (2023), Keeper, Gailearai an Hugh Lane, Baile Atha
Cliath (2018) agus go hidirnaisitnta Living Art Museum, Reykjavik; IDAO Gallery, Chicago agus sa
International Museum of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, Genéva,



Nedko Solakov: Just A Matter Of Time

T4 sceitimini ar Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford saothar nuachoimisiinaithe a chur ar taispedint 6
ealaiontdir Bulgarach, Nedko Solakov. Sraith de naoi bpictiur uiscedhatha - ina stil sainiuil féin - a
chuardaionn tuairim ama trid a ghreann doite, a fhirinni dorcha agus a shamhlaoidi den scoth is ionduil
leis.

Beathaisnéis Ghearr

Bionn saothar Nedko Solakov faoistinitil go minic, ach ardchoincheapuiil i gcénai, lan le greann
neamhghnach in éineacht le |éargais de rud éigin nios doimhne, a chuireann le “firinni” bailithe agus
nosanna sochaiocha a bhaineann le saol an duine.

Chuir sé saothair ar taispedint go fairsing lena n-airitear go hidirndisiunta le Tate Modern, Londain
(2020); Riga International Biennial of Contemporary Art (2018); Documenta 12 (2007) agus sé Venice
Biennale.

Rula Halawani: For My Father

T4 deich ngrianghraf monacrémacha modrscdla 6n ngrianghrafadoir Palaistineach Rula Halawani For
My Father (2015) le feicedil sa taispedntas. T4 meas forleathan uirthi as a cur chuige turgnamhach i
leith grianghrafaddireacht faisnéise, agus tugtar mionsonrai sna hiomhanna ar fhorghabhail losraelach
na Palaistine én bpointe a raibh na cuimhni ag dul i 1éig.

Beathaisnéis Ghearr

Mar dhuine a thainig as Oirthear na hlarudsailéim faoi fhorghabhail, chuir Halawani tus lena gairm
ealaine tri na deacrachtai a bhaineann le maireachtail faoi choimhlint pholaitidil fhada a chur i lathair.
Le déanai, ta Halawani tar éis a cleachtas a dhirid nios mé ar impleachtai speisialta na forghabhdla
trina thimpeallachtai agus a struchtdir thégtha a thaifead.

Sealbhaitear a saothar i mbailitichain idirnaisiinta lena n-airitear Victoria and Albert Museum, Londain
Centre Georges Pomidou, Paras agus The Khalid Shoman Foundation, Amman. Ta saothair da cuid ar
taispedint go hidirnaisiinta lena n-airitear May You Live in Interesting Times, 58" Venice Biennale
(2019), The Guangzhou Image Triennial (2021) agus | am the Traveller and Also the Road (2023)
Tasweer Photo Festival, Qatar.

Yinka Shonibare CBE: Diary of a Victorian Dandy

Léirionn sraith grianghrafaddireachta ioconach Yinka Shonibare, Diary of a Victorian Dandy (1998) de
chiig iomhd tréimhse 24 uair an chloig i saol ficseanuil scoitséara 6n 190 haois, lena raibh pairt
Shonibare aige féin. Ag tarraingt ar chumas William Hogarth (1697-1764) maidir le cdineadh séisialta,
|éirionn ldithreacht Shonibare féin sa tsraith seo — mar fhear Gorm atd ag inbhéartu ordlathas an
chraicinn i ndomhan ata thar a bheith geal — is liriu é ar aischur amhairc na n-aghaidheanna gorma
agus na scéalta ina n-insinti naisiinta ata eisiach 6 thaobh cine de. Tagraionn a shaothar freisin do na
hinsinti nios leithne ar an sclabhaiocht agus ar an gcoilineachas a bhi mar bhonn agus mar thaca ag
sochai Victeoiriach agus a thacaigh go heacnamaioch |éi agus mar a deir Shonibare ‘Machnamh a
dhéanamh ar an stair, is é sin freisin, machnamh a dhéanamh ar chumhacht’.



Yinka Shonibare Beathaisnéis Ghearr

Rugadh an t-ealaiontdir Briotanach-Nigéarach Yinka Shonibare CBE i Londain, bhog sé go Lagos, an
Nigéir ag tri bliana d'aois agus d’fhill sé ar Shasana ag 17 mbliana d’aois. Bliain ina dhiaidh sin ag 18
mbliana d’aois, tholg sé miailiteas trasnach, athlasadh de chorda an dromlaigh, rud a d’fhag go raibh
pairilis ar thaobh amhdin da chorp, michumas fisiciuil ar feadh an tsaoil. Ainmniodh é do Dhuais Turner
in 2004, agus cuireadh a shaothar ar taispedint go forleathan, lena n-airitear sa Royal Opera House i
Londain agus i Trafalgar Square. Fuair Tate a shuitedil ‘The British Library’ in 2019 agus ta sé ar
taispedint faoi lathair in Tate Modern, Londain.

Ceapadh é ina Chomhalta d’Ord Impireacht na Breataine (MBE) in 2005 agus ina chomhalta d’Ord
Ro-sharmhaith Impireacht na Breataine (CBE) in 2019. Le déanai, fograiodh é mar thaispeantair le
Pailliin de chuid na Nigéire ag 60U Venice Biennale i mbliana



