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12 December 2025


Government welcomes the commencement of Crawford Art Gallery Redevelopment Project

Taoiseach Micheál Martin and Minister for Culture, Communications and Sport, Patrick O’Donovan, along with Minister of State with responsibility for the OPW Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran, today welcomed the commencement of the construction project for the redevelopment of Crawford Art Gallery in Cork. 

Designed by Grafton Architects, the redevelopment of Crawford Art Gallery is a major project under the National Development Plan and is a once in a multi-generation investment by the State to redevelop and restore a landmark, heritage building in Cork City Centre.

The objective of the project is to deliver an expanded and revitalised Crawford Gallery that will be a significant artistic and cultural amenity for Ireland in Cork City and brings to conclusion a project that has been planned for many years.  

The redevelopment will contribute to Cork’s City Centre regeneration, strengthening and enhancing the city’s cultural reputation locally, nationally and internationally.

Speaking in the Crawford Art Gallery, Taoiseach Micheál Martin said: 
“Today marks a significant step in the redevelopment of the Crawford Art Gallery which is many years in the making.  

It is vitally important that we invest in our country’s cultural infrastructure.  This investment demonstrates that Government is committed to enhancing the cultural lives of our citizens through our National Cultural Institutions.

The redevelopment of the Crawford Art Gallery is set to deliver a landmark building in Cork that will enhance the city centre and cultural life in Cork, Munster and nationally.”  

Beginning life as a Custom House in 1724, the Crawford has operated as a School of Art, a municipal art gallery and a National Cultural Institution.  It has always grown and adapted, and the redevelopment marks another important moment in the history of the building.

The contractor, PJ Hegarty and Sons, is expected to start on site in early 2026 with the project due to be completed in mid-2028.  The Gallery fit-out, commissioning and re-occupation will then follow prior to the opening.

Welcoming the commencement of the project, Minister Patrick O’Donovan said: 
“The National Cultural Institution (NCI) Investment Programme remains a key investment programme for my Department. I am delighted that as the only National Cultural Institution located entirely outside of Dublin, implementation of the Crawford Art Gallery redevelopment can now begin.
My Department, along with the OPW and the Crawford Art Gallery have been working towards this day for many years, so it was with great satisfaction that I recently approved the awarding of the contracts.  Following the tricentenary of the building in 2024, it is timely that this historic site once again reinvents itself.”

Minister of State with responsibility for the OPW, Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran said:
“I am delighted to be here today to witness this significant milestone in the redevelopment of the Crawford Art Gallery. The commencement of the refurbishment works on this historic building will provide a fit for purpose set of galleries and complementary facilities. 
The much-needed redevelopment will provide a universally accessible and environmentally sustainable space that will serve to enhance the Crawford Art Gallery Cork experience and the wider local environment.  This is an exciting project that will bring culture and urban life closer together. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Department of Culture, Communications and Sport and the Crawford Art Gallery for their continued collaboration in progressing this significant cultural project.”

Rose McHugh - Chair, Crawford Art Gallery
"This is a very significant moment in the history of Crawford Art Gallery. The ambitious and well considered redevelopment will ensure that the Gallery remains at the heart of the cultural life of Cork and Ireland for generations to come. 

We extend our gratitude to An Taoiseach, to Minister O'Donovan and his officials at the Department of Culture, Communications and Sport, to the Office of Public Works and to the entire project team for their steadfast support throughout every stage of Transforming Crawford Art Gallery.”

Mary Mc Carthy - Director, Crawford Art Gallery 
“This is an exciting moment for everyone who loves Crawford Art Gallery. The actual start on site of this redevelopment marks the beginning of a new and exciting chapter - one that will deliver renewed and expanded spaces for visitors, artists, and future generations to enjoy and be inspired by. We are ambitious for Cork, the region, and the impact that culture can contribute to city centre and regional vibrancy.

We are grateful to the Minister and the Department of Culture, Communications and Sport for their leadership, to the OPW and to the project team for their collaboration and support. Their expertise will shape a gallery that will stand as a vibrant cultural landmark for the people of Cork and for all who come to experience its magic in the years ahead.”
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Notes to Editor:
Crawford Redevelopment cost
· The project will be fully exchequer-funded by the Department of Culture, Communications and Sport under its National Development Plan capital envelope.
· The full capital cost of the Crawford Art Gallery redevelopment project is now estimated at €93m.  This figure includes VAT and provision for contingency.
· €6.5m has already been spent to date to bring the project through to this stage. This figure covers investigative surveys, design costs, the costs of decanting the art works and getting the art works into storage.  
· The remaining capital costs are estimated at €86.6m.




[image: ]

12 Nollaig 2025


Fáiltíonn an Rialtas roimh thús Thionscadal Athfhorbartha Ghailearaí Ealaíne Crawford

Chuir an Taoiseach Mícheál Ó Máirtín agus an tAire Cultúir, Cumarsáide agus Spóirt, Patrick O’Donovan, mar aon leis an Aire Stáit le freagracht as an OOP, Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran, fáilte inniu roimh thús an tionscadail tógála d’athfhorbairt Ghailearaí Ealaíne Crawford i gCorcaigh.

Deartha ag Ailtirí Grafton, is mórthionscadal é athfhorbairt Ghailearaí Ealaíne Crawford faoin bPlean Forbartha Náisiúnta agus is infheistíocht uair amháin de chuid ilghlúine é ón Stát chun foirgneamh oidhreachta suntasach i Lár Chathair Chorcaí a athfhorbairt agus a athbhunú.

Is é cuspóir an tionscadail Gailearaí Crawford leathnaithe agus athbheoite a sheachadadh a bheidh ina shaoráid shuntasach ealaíne agus chultúrtha d’Éirinn i gCathair Chorcaí agus a thabharfaidh tionscadal atá beartaithe le blianta fada chun críche.

Cuirfidh an athfhorbairt le hathghiniúint Lár Chathair Chorcaí, ag neartú agus ag feabhsú cháil chultúrtha na cathrach go háitiúil, go náisiúnta agus go hidirnáisiúnta.

Ag labhairt dó i nGailearaí Ealaíne Crawford, dúirt an Taoiseach Micheál Martin:
“Is céim shuntasach é an lá inniu in athfhorbairt Ghailearaí Ealaíne Crawford atá á fhorbairt le blianta fada.

Tá sé ríthábhachtach go ndéanaimid infheistíocht i mbonneagar cultúrtha ár dtíre. Léiríonn an infheistíocht seo go bhfuil an Rialtas tiomanta do shaol cultúrtha ár saoránach a fheabhsú trína nInstitiúidí Cultúrtha Náisiúnta.

Tá athfhorbairt Ghailearaí Ealaíne Crawford le foirgneamh suntasach a sholáthar i gCorcaigh a chuirfidh le lár na cathrach agus leis an saol cultúrtha i gCorcaigh, i gCúige Mumhan agus go náisiúnta.”

Ag tosú ar an saol mar Theach an Chustaim in 1724, d’fheidhmigh an Crawford mar Scoil Ealaíne, gailearaí ealaíne bardasach agus Institiúid Chultúrtha Náisiúnta. D’fhás agus d’oiriúnaigh sé i gcónaí, agus is tráth tábhachtach eile i stair an fhoirgnimh é an athfhorbairt.

Táthar ag súil go dtosóidh an conraitheoir, PJ Hegarty and Sons, ar an láthair go luath in 2026 agus go mbeidh an tionscadal críochnaithe i lár 2028. Leanfaidh feistiú, coimisiúnú agus athlonnú na Gailearaí ina dhiaidh sin roimh an oscailt.

Ag fáiltiú roimh thús an tionscadail, dúirt an tAire Patrick O’Donovan:
“Is príomhchlár infheistíochta do mo Roinn é Clár Infheistíochta na hInstitiúide Cultúrtha Náisiúnta (ICN). Tá ríméad orm, mar an t-aon Institiúid Chultúrtha Náisiúnta atá suite go hiomlán lasmuigh de Bhaile Átha Cliath, gur féidir tús a chur anois le hathfhorbairt Ghailearaí Ealaíne Crawford a chur i bhfeidhm.
Tá mo Roinnse, mar aon leis an OOP agus Gailearaí Ealaíne Crawford, ag obair i dtreo an lae seo le blianta fada, agus mar sin, ba mhór an sásamh dom gur cheadaigh mé bronnadh na gconarthaí le déanaí. Tar éis comóradh trí chéad bliain an fhoirgnimh in 2024, tá sé tráthúil go ndéanfaidh an suíomh stairiúil seo é féin a athbheochan arís.”

Dúirt an tAire Stáit le freagracht as an OOP, Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran:
“Tá ríméad orm a bheith anseo inniu chun an chloch mhíle shuntasach seo a fheiceáil in athfhorbairt Ghailearaí Ealaíne Crawford. Cuirfidh tús leis na hoibreacha athchóirithe ar an bhfoirgneamh stairiúil seo sraith gailearaithe agus áiseanna comhlántacha atá oiriúnach don fheidhm ar fáil.
Cuirfidh an athfhorbairt a bhfuil géarghá leis spás ar fáil a bheidh inrochtana go huilíoch agus inbhuanaithe ó thaobh an chomhshaoil de, agus a fheabhsóidh eispéireas Ghailearaí Crawford i gCorcaigh agus leis an timpeallacht áitiúil níos leithne. Is tionscadal spreagúil é seo a thabharfaidh an cultúr agus an saol uirbeach níos gaire dá chéile. Ba mhaith liom an deis seo a thapú chun buíochas a ghabháil leis an Roinn Cultúir, Cumarsáide agus Spóirt agus le Gailearaí Ealaíne Crawford as a gcomhoibriú leanúnach chun an tionscadal cultúrtha suntasach seo a chur chun cinn.”

Rose McHugh - Cathaoirleach, Gailearaí Ealaíne Crawford
"Is tráth an-suntasach é seo i stair Ghailearaí Ealaíne Crawford. Cinnteoidh an athfhorbairt uaillmhianach agus dea-bhreithnithe seo go bhfanfaidh an Gailearaí i gcroílár shaol cultúrtha Chorcaí agus na hÉireann do na glúnta atá le teacht.

Gabhaimid ár mbuíochas leis an Taoiseach, an Aire O’Donovan agus a chuid oifigigh sa Roinn Cultúir, Cumarsáide agus Spóirt, le hOifig na nOibreacha Poiblí agus le foireann iomlán an tionscadail as a dtacaíocht dhílis i ngach céim de Chlaochlú Ghailearaí Ealaíne Crawford.”

Mary Mc Carthy - Stiúrthóir, Gailearaí Ealaíne Crawford
“Is tráth spreagúil é seo do gach duine a bhfuil grá acu do Ghailearaí Ealaíne Crawford. Is é an tús iarbhír ar shuíomh na hathfhorbartha seo ná tús le caibidil nua spreagúil - ceann a chuirfidh spásanna athnuaite agus leathnaithe ar fáil do chuairteoirí, d’ealaíontóirí agus do na glúnta atá le teacht chun taitneamh a bhaint astu agus inspioráid a fháil uathu. Táimid uaillmhianach do Chorcaigh, don réigiún, agus don tionchar a d’fhéadfadh an cultúr cur le beocht lár na cathrach agus réigiúnach.

Táimid buíoch den Aire agus den Roinn Cultúir, Cumarsáide agus Spóirt as a gceannaireacht, an OOP agus d’fhoireann tionscadail as a gcomhoibriú agus a dtacaíocht. Múnlóidh a saineolas gailearaí a sheasfaidh mar shéadchomhartha cultúrtha bríomhar do mhuintir Chorcaí agus do gach duine a thagann chun a draíocht a bhlaiseadh sna blianta amach romhainn.”
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Nótaí don Eagarthóir:
Costas Athfhorbartha Crawford
· Beidh an tionscadal maoinithe go hiomlán ag an státchiste faoi bhainistíocht na Roinne Cultúir, Cumarsáide agus Spóirt, laistigh de chlúdach caipitil an Phlean Forbartha Náisiúnta.
· Meastar anois gurb é €93m costas caipitil iomlán thionscadal athfhorbartha Ghailearaí Ealaíne Crawford. Áirítear leis an bhfigiúr seo CBL agus soláthar do theagmhas.
· Tá €6.5m caite cheana féin go dtí seo chun an tionscadal a thabhairt ar aghaidh go dtí an chéim seo. Clúdaíonn an figiúr seo suirbhéanna imscrúdaitheacha, costais dearaidh, costais na saothar ealaíne a scinceáil agus na saothair ealaíne a stóráil.
· Meastar gurb iad na costais chaipitil atá fágtha ná €86.6m.
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